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Substantive Issues Arising in the Implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14 (2000): the right to the highest attainable standard of
health (article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights).
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Obligations to protect include, inter alia, the duties of States to adopt legislation or to take
other measures ensuring equal access to health care and health-related services provided by
third parties; to ensure that privatization of the health sector does not constitute a threat to the

availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality of health facilities, goods and services".
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"A further important aspect is the participation of the population in all health related decision-

making at the community, national and international level".
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"The right to health in all its forms and at all levels contains the following interrelated and
essential elements... Information accessibility: accessibility includes the right to seek, receive

and impart information and ideas concerning health issues..."
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"The formulation and implementation of national health strategies and plans of action should
respect, inter alia, the principles of non-discrimination and people's participation. In
particular, the right of individuals and groups to participate in decision-making processes,
which may affect their development, must be an integral component of any policy,

programme or strategy developed to discharge governmental obligations under article 12".
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