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“Over time the general comment has become a distinct
juridical instrument, enabling the Committee to announce its
interpretations of different provisions of the Covenant in the
form that bears some resemblance to the advisory opinion
practice in international tribunals... General comments
consequently have gradually become important instruments in
the lawmaking process of the Committee...” (in International
Human Rights in Context: Law, Politics, Morals (Henry
Steiner & Philip Alston, ed.) Oxford University Press
(2edition, 2000), p. 732).
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