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"The study found that SLAPPs are filed by one side of a public, political
dispute, to punish or prevent opposing points of view. They are an attempt

to "privatize" public debate — a unilateral effort by one side to transform a
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public, political dispute into a private, legal adjudication, shifting both
forum and issues to the disadvantage of the other side." (George Pring and
Penelope Canan, "Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPS): An
Introduction for Bench, Bar and Bystanders," 12 Bridgeport L. Rev. 937 (1991-
1992) 939; P. Canan & G.W. Pring "Strategic Lawsuits Against Public

Participation" 35 Social Problems (1988) 506).
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"SLAPPs target exactly the kind of participation a functioning democracy
deems essential to its survival. In this way it threatens to attach civil
liability for speaking out on public issues. The ultimate result is that the
free debate necessary for the effective functioning of a healthy democracy
is stifled and silenced." (Wells, JA. "Exporting SLAPPs: International Use of
the U.S. SLAPP to Suppress Dissent and Critical Speech" 12 Temp. Int'l &
Comp. L.J. 457 (1998) ).
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"The Legislature finds and declares that there has been a disturbing
increase in lawsuits brought primarily to chill the valid exercise of the
constitutional rights of freedom of speech and petition for the redress of
grievances. The Legislature finds and declares that it is in the public
interest to encourage continued participation in matters of public
significance, and that this participation should not be chilled through
abuse of the judicial process. To this end, this section shall be construed

broadly." (Sec. 425.16. Claim Arising from Person's Exercise of Constitutional
Right of Petition or Free Speech -- Special Motion to Strike.)
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