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"Modern cell phones are not just another technological convenience.
With all they contain and all they may reveal, they hold for many



Americans “the privacies of life,” Boyd, supra, at 630. The fact that
technology now allows an individual to carry such information in his
hand does not make the information any less worthy of the
protection for which the Founders fought. Our answer to the
question of what police must do before searching a cell phone seized
incident to an arrest is accordingly simple— get a warrant.”
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The United States asserts that a search of all data stored on a cell
phone is "materially indistinguishable" from searches of these sorts
of physical items. That is like saying a ride on horseback is materially

indistinguishable from a flight to the moon. Both are ways of getting

from point A to point B, but little else justifies lumping them together.

Modern cell phones, as a category, implicate privacy concerns far
beyond those implicated by the search of a cigarette pack, a wallet,
or a purse. A conclusion that inspecting the contents of an arrestee'’s
pockets works no substantial additional intrusion on privacy beyond
the arrest itself may make sense as applied to physical items, but any
extension of that reasoning to digital data has to rest on its own
bottom."
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"Indeed, a_cell phone search would typically expose to the

government far more than the most exhaustive search of a house: A

phone not only contains in digital form many sensitive records
previously found in the home; it also contains a broad array of private
information never found in a home in any form — unless the phone
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"The current top-selling smart phone has a standard capacity of 16
gigabytes (and is available with up to 64 gigabytes). Sixteen gigabytes
translates to millions of pages of text, thousands of pictures, or hundreds
of videos. See Kerr, supra, at 404; Brief for Center for Democracy &
Technology et al. as Amici Curiae 7-8. Cell phones couple that capacity
with the ability to store many different types of information: Even the
most basic phones that sell for less than 520 might hold photographs,
picture messages, text messages, Internet browsing history, a calendar,
a thousandentry phone book, and so on. See id., at 30; United States v.
Flores-Lopez, 670 F. 3d 803, 806 (CA7 2012). We expect that the gulf
between physical practicability and digital capacity will only continue to

widen in the future"
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Digital data stored on a cell phone cannot itself be used as a weapon to
harm an arresting officer or to effectuate the arrestee’s escape. Law
enforcement officers remain free to examine the physical aspects of a
phone to ensure that it will not be used as a weapon—say, to determine
whether there is a razor blade hidden between the phone and its case.
Once an officer has secured a phone and eliminated any potential

physical threats, however, data on the phone can endanger no one.

And once law enforcement officers have secured a cell phone, there is no
longer any risk that the arrestee himself will be able to delete

incriminating data from the phone.
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