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"The famous 1966 federal report on the first large national study of segregated
and desegregated education, the Coleman Report, found peer influence to be
stronger than any other factor other than family background. Subsequent
research has tended to confirm these findings. A 2003 study of the schools of the
South reported that a major negative impact on academic achievement, related

to attending a high poverty school, was the absence of a strong positive peer
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1 Osamudia R. James, Business as usual: The Roberts Court's Continued Neglect of Adequacy and
Equity Concerns in American Education, 59 S.C.L.Rev. 793 (2008); Gary Orfield and Chugmei Lee,
Why Segregation Matters: Poverty and Educational Ineguality (2005).
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3 Michele Benedetto Neitz, SOCIOECONOMIC BIAS IN THE JUDICIARY, Golden Gate University School
of Law, GGU Law Digital Commons.

Measuring Individual Differences in Implicit Cognition: The Implicit Association Test Anthony G. Greenwald,
Debbie E. McGhee, and Jordan L. K. Schwartz University of Washington, Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology 1998, Vol. 74, No. 6, 1464-148
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:19nY ,"Student Ability and "Educational Justice"®

"Children from poor families, racial minorities and other excluded communities, are
overrepresented in lower tracks and in special education, whereas children from
privileged families are overrepresented in higher tracks and in gifted programs.
Educational attainment correlates social categories such as class and race. This results from
a combination of reasons that are related to poverty, nutrition and lack of cognitive
stimulation, but also from implicit biases that pervade educational practices. Numerous

classroom studies show that teachers are more likely to underevaluate the academic

4 Finn C. E. Jr. and Hocket, J. A. (2012). Exam Schools: Inside America’s Most Selective Public High.
Princeton: Princeton University Press
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abilities of minority children, are more likely to react negatively to misbehavior on their
part, and are less likely to engage in positive interaction with them. So when teachers and
schools separate children according to their ability, they will in most likelihood also

separate them according to social class and ethnicity."®
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ANNETTE LAREAU, UNEQUAL CHILDHOODS: CLASS RACE AND FAMILY LIFE (2003); TERRIS
ROSS & GRACE KENA, HIGHER EDUCATION: GAPS IN ACCESS AND PERSISTENCE STUDY (2012,
US Department of Education and National Center for Education Statistics); JOHN ERMISCH, MARKUS
JANTTI & TIMOTHY M. SMEEDING, FROM PARENTS TO CHILDREN: THE INTERGENERATIONAL
TRANSMISSION OF ADVANTAGE (2012).

Russell J. Skiba, Robert S. Michael, Abra Carroll Nardo, and Reece L. Peterson, The Color of Discipline:
Sources of Racial and Gender Disproportionality in School Punishment, 34 URBAN REVIEW 317 (2002);
Steve Knotek, Bias in Problem Solving and the Social Process of Student Study Teams: A Qualitative
Investigation, 37 J. OF SPEC. ED. 2 (2003); Robert A. Garda, The New IDEA: Shifting Educationa;
Paradigms to Achieve Racial Equality in Special Education, 56 ALA. L. REV. 1071 (2005).
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