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“The status of the National Institutions is problematical because
while entrusted with tasks that are par excellence tasks of a
governmental nature, their mandate restricts them to dealing with
the Jewish sector of the Israeli population. This means they do not
see themselves bound by the basic principle that public bodies may
not discriminate between citizens on the basis of religion, ethnic
group or national origins. The activities of the WZO and the Jewish
Agency in Israel, the most important which is rural settlement, are
confined to the Jewish sector. Furthermore, there is no parallel
governmental agency that deals with the same activities for those
not covered by the WZO and Jewish Agency activities. The result is
that an area such as new agricultural settlement in Israel is in effect
restricted to the Jewish sector”.
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Given the fact that many of these activities are of a
government nature, and that no parallel body exists to
provide similar services to non-Jews, one may question
wether allowing a body which is restrictive in its nature sole
authority over these activities is consistent with the duty of
the state to ensure equal rights to all its citizens, irrespective
of race, religion and sex.
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