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® Gillan and Quinton v United Kingdom [2009] ECHR 28.
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/pages/search.aspx?i=001-96585;

"[T]he Code governs essentially the mode in which the stop and search is carried out,
rather than providing any restriction on the officer's decision to stop and search. That
decision is, as the House of Lords made clear, one based exclusively on the "hunch"
or "professional intuition" of the officer concerned.... Not only is it unnecessary for
him to demonstrate the existence of any reasonable suspicion; he is not required even
to subjectively to suspect anything about the person stopped and searched. The sole
proviso is that the search must be for the purpose of looking for articles which could
be used in connection with terrorism, a very wide category... Provided the person
concerned is stopped for the purpose of searching for such articles, the police officer
does not even have to have grounds for suspecting the presence of such articles. ...
the stop and search power ... 'radically ... departs from our traditional understanding
of the limits of police power'..." (para.83)

See also: "Stop-and-search powers ruled illegal by European court” BBC 12.1.2010;
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8453878.stm
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HOME OFFICE, CODE A Code of Practice for the exercise by Police Officers of
Statutory Powers of stop and search, Police Officers and Police Staff of requirements
to record public encounters 19/3/2015, para. 1.4.
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"Any misuse of stop and search powers is likely to be harmful to policing and lead to
mistrust of the police by the local community and by the public in general.
Supervising officers must monitor the use of stop and search powers and should
consider in particular whether there is any evidence that they are being exercised on
the basis of stereotyped images or inappropriate generalisations. Supervising officers
must satisfy themselves that the practice of officers under their supervision in
stopping, searching and recording is fully in accordance with this Code. Supervisors
must also examine whether the records reveal any trends or patterns which give cause
for concern and, if so, take appropriate action to address this."
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1> HOME OFFICE, CODE A - Code of Practice for the exercise by Police Officers of
Statutory Powers of stop and search, Police Officers and Police Staff of requirements
to record public encounters 19/3/2015, para. 2.8a; see also: Code of Practice -
Terrorism Act 2000 (Issued under S47ab as amended by The Protection Of Freedoms
Act 2012) para. 3.4.4:

"All police officers must recognise that searches are more likely to be effective,
legitimate and secure public confidence when their reasonable grounds for suspicion
are based on a range of objective factors. The overall use of these powers is more
likely to be effective when up-to-date and accurate intelligence or information is
communicated to officers and they are well-informed about local crime patterns.
Local senior officers have a duty to ensure that those under their command who
exercise stop and search powers have access to such information, and the officers
exercising the powers have a duty to acquaint themselves with that information”
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