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"Moreover, the application of the rules concerning when complaints should
be investigated against Members of either House specifically exclude from
the jurisdiction of their respective disciplinary bodies the expression of a
Member’s view or opinions, policy matters, non-parliamentary matters, or, as
indicated in the Commons Guide to the Code of Conduct, a Member’s
handling or decision about individual case.
Consequently, none of the published decisions of the Parliamentary
Committees pertaining to breaches of the HC and HL codes involve
instances relating to expressions of opinion or behavior on the part of an MP
or Peer. Rather, they relate to financial impropriety, failure to declare
interests of inappropriate usage of Parliamentary expenses.”

(NYTN NNND 15-14 MINPD1I)

Y2IP — V2N VINYION YW NYNRIN PN - DINDIN NP2 SV INRN TIPN 01V M2
17902 127 12N YW OMYMND SY 9N XY NIN TR VINIDN TINA NNMIND DY SN NINY
19 DX RON ,TPNDIN 17902 DMYMINNA XY DN DOYWNM DMVIdN DNMN NVIN
M YV IN VINTIDN Y NIYPA) VN DY TPMYPYNR NN YNAY 37D DNNMNN W

: VTN INNY 4 NP9 NVVISY TIPY 2 NPDAL PIKY 29D NN, 1IN

»The Code applies to a Member’s conduct which relates in any way to their
membership of the House. The Code does not seek to regulate the conduct of
Members in their purely private and personal lives or in the conduct of their
wider public lives unless such conduct significantly damages the reputation
and integrity of the House of Commons as a whole or of its Members
generally..”

12N YV DNYTY MITHY ,NPPTHY DIYINN DIRWN I PISH N ONNN TIPY INYIN T
: NPINRN DX Y 1AM NPPNN MDY \IND DINSND) VINII9N

»A number of areas are outside the Commissioner’s remit. As a result, he is
unable to consider complaints about policy matters or a Member’s views or
opinions, a Member’s handling of or decision about an individual case
(whether or not the individual is a constituent of the Member), the funding of
political parties, alleged breaches of the separate Code governing the conduct
of government ministers in their capacity as Minister (the Ministerial Code’),
or about what Members do on their purely private and personal lives.”

(NYTN ININD 9 NPD9)
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»... the commissioner may investigate any matter that caused significant
damage to the reputation and integrity of the House as a whole or its
Members generally, unless the matter related only to the conduct of a
Member in their private and personal lives. This is a very high hurdle which
the Committee expected could be met only on extreme and extremely limited
circumstances.”

(NYTN INNS 9 NPD9)

— 505727 VINYIAN YV NWN AN — DXTNYN M DY NPINRN DTV NMOND PRIYY 1) .48
AUND XY 1IN NPPNIND DY) MONDA DMNN DINRY) WYX MYN TIPS PITHN 1IN0
£ 0INDIDN 12N HY MYTI MITHY ,NPITH YD DIV IMINDI DPNY DINWIN

1109. Matters falling within the Commissioner’s remit include:
o failure to register relevant interests;

e failure to declare relevant interests in the course of parliamentary business
including committee proceedings;

e Breach of the rules on financial inducements and parliamentary influence
and on paid advocacy;

e Breach of the rules on the use of facilities and services and on financial
support; and

e Breach by Members staff of the Code of Conduct for Member’s Staff.

110. Matters not falling whithin the Commissioner’s remit include:
o Policy matters or a Member’s views or opnions;
¢ the funding of political parties;

o alleged breaches of the separate code governing the conduct of Government
Ministers as Ministers; and

e Member’s non-parlimentary activites.”

(NODIN NWXTNN ,NYTN NNNY 12 109)

278 Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales Sv nyTtn nnnn pnyn ==
1479 YOM

SY HVNAN NVIAN YAIND NNY YOV NANIN NNNN PIYD 277H9Na NNV DINYT NTHY .49
2 Bond v. Floyd, 385 U.S. 116 (1966) 1N Nt 1Iy2 1NN PTN P09 . NDNN 1IN
N3N VINDID AN NNNDN DIVAD HIYY NPTHNA OMINN N2 DY NVINNN NOPN
HNDN TOoNN NIAXD OYIN NN T MNMYY VY MINNNNY MYV PORPIINDN-1IIN
NN AR DMPY DY NYIAVN IR NITH 27NN DMVN DN P2 DX DRIVNM
vOIN DY NANIN NNNN MDWN DY LAVYNN N2 THY INVINNA .NPTIN NPIN 2NN
NPIYN 2NN MNDNN DIVIND D ,1ON LAYNT N2 .VINDINN 12N DY HVINBN MNVIAN

18



NPIYNNA OMNYN DINVNA NTHY VIPIY NN N YY NOVIND NAINT NNRY 1’ NN
: DDV OINAN DIP NN RVAYY YNDNN NOPWA

“The manifest function of the First Amendment in a representative
government requires that legislators be given the widest latitude to express
their views on issues of policy. [...]

The interest of the public in hearing all sides of a public issue is hardly
advanced by extending more protection to citizen critics than to legislators.
Legislators have an obligation to take positions on controversial political
questions so that their constituents can be fully informed by them, and be
better able to assess their qualifications for office; also so they may be
represented in governmental debates by the person they have elected to
represent them.”

(137-135 ry)
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