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"These law enforcement measures do not solve the underlying causes of the problem...
Rather than helping people to regain housing, obtain employment, or access needed
treatment and services, criminalization creates a costly revolving door that circulates
individuals experiencing homelessness from the street to the criminal justice system and
back. Sweeps can also result in the destruction of the personal property of people
experiencing homelessness, including identification documents and medication. It can be
much more difficult to secure employment, benefits, and housing with a criminal record.
Many of these measures include criminal penalties for their violation; therefore, they
actually exacerbate the problem by adding additional obstacles to overcoming
homelessness. In addition, these measures are costly, using critical public resources for
law enforcement activities”

(http://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/RPT_SoS March2012.pdf)
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