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“In the second place, the principle of non-liability progressively acquires the
further quality of an additional surety for patliamentarians vis-a-vis the majority
opinion expressed in parliament itself. As representatives of the people who
placed them in office, by holding even minority opinions they still express a
portion of popular and/or national sovereignty, respect for which is central to the
principles of pluralist democracy.”

9D PN NDWNN DYV 1 701D NNINONY 7 /Nya

“Non-liability sometimes extends to the activity and/or behavior of members of
parliament which, while not constituting acts specific to parliamentary office, are
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in some way related to it. Consequently, parliamentarians’ enhanced freedom of
expression extends to their public non-parliamentary activities, in particular on the
media, in election declaration and in public debates.”
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“Parliamentary immunity continues to be an institution which assures members of
their independence from other powers and their freedom of action and
expression, although the relationship between the characteristics of various
powers has evolved considerably in patliamentary democracies. It also protects
parliamentarians from possible abuses by the majority.”
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“Certainly there can be no question but that the First Amendment protects
expressions in opposition to national foreign policy in Vietnam and to the
Selective Service system. The State does not contend otherwise. But it argues that
Bond went beyond expressions of opposition, and counseled violations of the
Selective Service laws, and that advocating violation of federal law demonstrates a
lack of support for the Constitution. The State declines to argue that Bond's
statements would violate any law if made by a private citizen, but it does argue
that even though such a citizen might be protected by his First Amendment

.23

.24

.25



rights, the State may nonetheless apply a stricter standard to its legislators. We do
not agree.”

:TYNN2Y

“The interest of the public in hearing all sides of a public issue is hardly advanced
by extending more protection to citizen-critics than to legislators. Legislators have
an obligation to take positions on controversial political questions so that their
constituents can be fully informed by them, and be better able to assess their
qualifications for office; also so they may be represented in governmental debates
by the person they have elected to represent them.”

Bond v. Floyd, 385 U.S. 116, 132-133, 136-137 (19606)
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