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“Specific representation for oppressed groups in the decision-making
procedures of a democratic public promotes justice better than a
homogeneous public in several ways, both procedural and substantial.
First, it better assures procedural fairness in setting the public agenda and
hearing opinions about its items. Second, because it assures a voice for
the oppressed as well as the privileged, group representation better
assures that all needs and interests in the public will be recognized in
democratic deliberation. Third, group representation encourages the
expression of individual and group needs and interests in terms that
appeal to justice, that transform an “I want” into an “I am entitled to”.

Finally, group representation promotes just outcomes because it
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maximizes the social knowledge expressed in discussion, and thus
furthers practical wisdom”

(Iris Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference, 1990, p. 184)

Iris Young, Deferring Group Representation, in: Ethnicity and Group : 03’

Rights, Shapiro and Kymlicka (eds.) NYU Press, 1997; Iris Young, Polity
and Group Difference: A critique of the Ideal of Universal Citizenship,
Ethics, Vol. 99 (2), 1989, at 250; Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship -
a liberal Theory of Minority Rights. See Chapter 7, “Insuring a Voice for

Minorities”, page 131.
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DRIV DTN T DY NITIVINY DNRNNY ,NPNVIIN NPNITN NIMDT 12T MNND

DOVIN DMOT 272 NYIONN NN OMIND DY 1HYDON NINYN NNOIN 1992 nva .49

MANNYNY DXVIN DY DMIT NN YAIP NN 2 PYO - VN MXIAPD DIIPNYNN

DP9 OYNDIN ,0M95YON  ,DPNTN ,DPMIAIMNN OMNA MDVPON

Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,

Religious or Linguistic Minorities, G.A. Res. 47/135, UN Doc. A/47/49

(1992).

17NINDAN VAVNI DXV DY DTNYN DY NDPN NIPOI NTIDNN NMINNID
Thornberry, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities: Background,
Analysis, Observations and an Update, in: A. Phillips and A. Rosas,
Universal Minority Rights, at 13 (1995).
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“The basic requirement is that everyone shall have the right and
opportunity, without discrimination to take part in the conduct of public
affairs. To avoid this leading to majoritarian neglect of the concerns of

minorities, or to a veto by minorities in areas where it would not be



justified, various possibilities exist. It is recommended that states and

minorities explore the following options, as appropriate to their

particular situation:

Advisory and decision-making bodies

respresented”

in which minorities are

(Possible Ways and Means of Facilitating the Peaceful and Constructive

Solution of Problems Involving Minorities, Report submitted by Mr. A.

Eide, UN Doc. E/CN. 4/Sub.2/1993/34/add.4, section 17).
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David Kretzmer, The Legal Status of the Arabs in Israel (Westview Press, 1990), p.
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Oren Yiftachel, Power Disparities in the Planning of a Mixed Region: Arabs and Jews

in the Galilee, Israel, Urban Studies, Vol 30, No. 1, 1993, 157.
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